The Story of Victory the Dog
Learn how to write a professional letter using the real story of the USS Iowa’s
ship’s dog.
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The Story of Victory the Dog

When Navy Captain John L. McCrea first brought home a new pet dog, his wife said, “Get that thing out
of here.” Years later his daughter Annie Sullivan recalled, “my sister named the dog Victory but we all
called him Vicky. He was just a mutt.” That
“mutt” would go on to sleep at the foot of
President Franklin Roosevelt’s bed, share the
Captain’s Wardroom with the great military
leaders of World War II, log in over 205,000
miles on the Battleship Iowa, and be given full
military honors when he finally left the ship.
On 22 February 1943, Captain McCrea took
command of the newly commissioned USS
Iowa and per his wife’s request brought
Victory with him to help keep crew morale up.
Vicky became an Apprentice Mascot, was
outfitted in a special sailor’s suit, and the
necessary sailor’s paperwork was soon
completed. Vicky even qualified in the recruit
50-yard swimming test – the entry noted that
he was “also able to retrieve a stick.” On 1
April 1943 the benefits of a Navy Service Life
Insurance (NSLI) program, “was explained to
this canine, and he does not desire to make
application at this time.”

In November of 1943, the Iowa received the Top Secret mission of transporting President Roosevelt
across the Atlantic to the Tehran Conference. Roosevelt’s party included the Joint Chiefs of Staff along
with their aides as well as his own presidential staff. Roosevelt was no sooner transferred aboard from
the presidential yacht Potomac than he noticed a small dog running around. FDR asked his friend, and
former Naval Aide, John McCrea where the dog slept. Captain McCrea replied that the dog normally
slept at the foot of his bunk and, since the President would have the Captain’s Cabin, he would take the
dog up to the Captain’s Sea Cabin by the bridge. Roosevelt, probably missing his little dog Fala, said
“Well John, I see no reason to disrupt this little dogs routine .”
Vicky slept at the foot of the President’s bed in the Captain’s Cabin during Roosevelt’s 15-day stay
onboard the IOWA. He also met frequent visitors to the cabin including the Joint Chiefs of Staff: General
George C. Marshall, General Hap Arnold, Admiral William Leahy, and Admiral Ernest J. King. Vicky joined
the President and his guests in watching movies every night, but there is no record of Vicky’s favorite.
While Roosevelt’s party met with Winston Churchill and Joseph Stalin in Tehran, Vicky and the Iowa took
a quick trip from North Africa to Brazil and crossed the equator. Like all sailors, Vicky went through the
tough initiation ceremony to become a Shellback. An entry in Vicky’s personnel record dated 27
November 1943 and signed by Neptunus Rex, Ruler of the Raging Main, declared Vicky to be a duly
qualified Shellback.
After returning the President home, the IOWA proceeded to the Pacific theatre of war via the Panama
Canal, clearing it by one foot on each side and steamed across the Pacific Ocean. The Iowa participated
in numerous bombardments of Japanese held islands, sank a Japanese Cruiser, shot down several planes
and was awarded 9 battle ribbons. On 25 June 1945, Vicky was award the Philippine Campaign Ribbon
with two bronze stars and on 27 August 1945 received a commendation as a member of Task Force 31
and the Occupation of the Japanese Homeland. This entry also noted that Vicky was the “first American
Dog on Japanese Empire soil (to the best of our knowledge).”
On 16 August 1945, Vicky was promoted to Mascot First
Class due to his dedicated service. On or about 2
September 1945, Vicky and the other Iowa sailors greeted
Admiral William “Bull” Halsey when he used the ship as
his flagship for the formal surrender of the Japanese
powers. There were only nine men in the history of our
country to obtain a rank of five stars and Vicky met at
least five of them – General George C. Marshall, General
Hap Arnold, Admiral Leahy, Admiral King and Admiral
Halsey. Staying aboard IOWA through late 1945, Vicky
was part of the American occupation forces in Japan. On
the way back across the Pacific in early 1946, Vicky was
qualified to enter the Realm of the Golden Dragon for
crossing the 180th Meridian.

Like many fighting sailors, Vicky had some trouble
adjusting to peacetime service. Later personnel entries
included Captain’s Mast hearings for going AWOL (Absent
Without Leave) and for fighting. At one point it became
serious enough to be demoted two ranks to Mascot Third
Class.
It is thought that Vicky probably missed her old friend &
master Captain (now Vice Admiral) McCrea. On 30
January 1949, Mascot First Class Victory, in his blue
uniform along with his sea bag, was piped over the side of
the decommissioned USS Iowa in Hunter’s Point and
transferred to the destroyer USS Rupertus. He was to
rejoin his old master, now headquartered in Hawaii, as an
aide. A citation was read:

As a member of the crew of the USS
Iowa, you have through your devotion
to duty ——– maintained a high moral
standing toward your shipmates.
Vicky retired from the Navy after his
service aboard USS Rupertus (DD 851)
and was transferred to his new owner
Mrs. Lynn Quiggle, family friends of the
McCrea family and wife of a former
IOWA shipmate.
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Activity Lesson
After reading the article above, imagine you are Captain McCrea. You must write a letter to CINPAC
(Commander In Chief of the Pacific Fleet), Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, requesting permission to bring the
dog Victory aboard the USS Iowa.
Use proper letter writing form, date, address, salutation, and closing. Use the letterhead provided on
the next page.
Provide reasons that would persuade Admiral Nimitz that having a dog aboard ship would be a good
idea.
Admiral Nimitz’s address is:
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz
Commander in Chief of U. S. Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Area
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
Date: February 22, 1943

Captain John L. McCrea
USS Iowa
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

Captain John L. McCrea
USS Iowa
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

