Working with a partner, read the sources on the dropping of the atomic bombs on Japan.
Cut them out and sort them into two piles:-
Arguments for and arguments against the dropping of the atomic bombs.
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“Father Kleinsorge found about twenty men in the bushes. They were all in the same nightmarish state; their faces were wholly burned, their eye sockets hollow, the fluid from their melted eyes had run down their cheeks. Their mouths were mere swollen, pus covered wounds, which they could not bear to stretch enough to admit the spout of a teapot. So father got a large piece of grass and drew out the stem so as to make a straw and gave them all the water to drink that way.”’


From J. Hersey’s account of the effects of the bomb, published in 1946.
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“The skin was burned off some of the people and was hanging from their hands and from their chins.”


An eyewitness account, by a girl who was five years old at the time of the bombs.
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“In Hiroshima, 30 days later, people who were not injured in the bombing are still dying mysteriously and horribly from an unknown something which I can only describe as the atomic plague.”


Three weeks later a British journalist managed to get to Hiroshima. He wrote the first public account of radiation sickness. It appeared in the Daily Express.











“Survivors of the bombs began to notice in themselves a strange form of illness. It consisted of vomiting blood, loss of appetite, diarrhoea with large amounts of blood, purple spots on the skin, bleeding from the mouth, loss of hair and usually death.”


A Japanese eyewitness account of radiation sickness.











“The Japanese have given top priority to defence. A lot of heavy artillery positions have been constructed. It is probable that all of the beaches have been mined. At the back of the beaches there are heavily fortified hills. The soldiers who are landed for the Japanese invasion will face extremely bad odds.”


An American report about the defences of Kyushu, which was where the Americans were planning to land their troops.











“All of us realised that the fighting would be fierce and the losses heavy. General Marshall told me it might cost half a million American lives.”


From the memoirs of Harry Truman, the American President who ordered the bombs to be dropped, published in 1958.





SOURCE  3





SOURCE  4





SOURCE  7








“We thought we would be able to defeat the Americans on their first landing attack. But if the Americans launched a second or third attack, first our food supply would run out, then our weapons. The Americans could have won without using the atomic bombs.”


From an interview with the secretary to the Japanese War Minister, in 1963. 











“The use of this barbarous weapon was of no assistance to our war against Japan. The Japanese were already defeated.”


From the memoirs of Admiral D. Leahy, President Truman’s advisor, published in 1950.








“I expect the 100 million people of the glorious Empire of Japan to join themselves in a shield to protect their Emperor and the Imperial land from the invader. We will never surrender him.”


From a speech by the Japanese Prime Minister Suzuki in July 1945.








“There was no weakening in the Japanese determination to fight. The total strength of the Japanese army was about 5 million men. The Allies would be faced with the enormous task of destroying a force of 5 million men and 5,000 suicide aircraft, belonging to a race which would fight to the death.”


From an article written in 1947, by Henry Stimson, the American Secretary for War in 1945.








“A demonstration of the bomb in an uninhabited area was not regarded as likely to make Japan surrender. There was the danger of the test being a dud. Also, we had no bombs to waste.”


Written in 1946, by Stimson, the American Secretary for War.








“The Manhattan Project had developed the bomb at a cost over $2,000 million. It was difficult to justify not using it after such a vast financial investment. This is why the bomb was dropped and because there were two types of bomb developed, they had to drop the second one too. Nagasaki was simply an experiment to try out the second type.”


From a booklet published by the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in 1985.








“We should demonstrate the bomb in the desert or on a barren island. Japan can then be asked to surrender.”


A note from the American atomic scientists to their government, in June 1945.








“25% of Allied prisoners of war captured by the Japanese were killed or died in captivity, compared with 5% of those captured by the Germans and Italians. Prisoner deaths as a percentage were the highest in Japan of all the World War II battle fronts involving British troops. Treatment of the prisoners was appalling and this was the case for those women and children who were taken prisoner too.”   


Allied Prisoners in World War 2, WWW.Historylearningsite











“What did it mean to be a Japanese prisoner of war? We suffered the constant threat of death, disease, beatings, torture and starvation. We saw our comrades dying in front of us. Punishments included being buried alive or being forced to dig your own grave before your head was chopped off.


A British survivor of a Japanese Prison Camp.








“As soon as the land invasion of Japan began, all allied prisoners of war were to be executed immediately. There were over 200,000 allied soldiers who were to be killed. Without doubt the dropping of the atomic weapons saved their lives.”


Wikipedia














An allied prisoner of war, released from Changi prison in 1945.











 “Between 1937 and 1945, the Japanese military murdered 6,000,000 Chinese, Indonesians, Koreans, Filipinos, and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indochina" \o "Indochina" �Indochinese�, among others, including Western prisoners of war.”


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R._J._Rummel" \o "R. J. Rummel" �R. J. Rummel�, Professor of Political Science, the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Hawaii" \o "University of Hawaii" �University of Hawaii�.
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A survivor of Hiroshima.
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The dead lying in a street in Nagasaki.
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