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Aims of this Citizenship Task:-

To be able to:-

· Research a topic, using evidence and information.

· Use and explain your research to make persuasive arguments.

· Justify your arguments, using your research.

· Debate controversial issues.

· Form your own opinion.

· Assess your contribution to the presentation and debate.
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· The  Task  is  to  work  in  a  group  to  prepare 

arguments  for  or  against  the dropping of the 

atomic bombs on Hiroshima.
· As well as taking part in a presentation of your

arguments, you will also take part in a debate.
· You will be given a teacher assessed level and 
you also have to self-assess your contributions 
to the presentation and debate.
· You need  to  focus on  carefully  on the mark
scheme for the task, to ensure you reach your 
target.
· You  have  to use  the  evidence  and  wider 
arguments to  reach the higher levels.

Group One: ‘FOR’ the debate 

· In your group of ten, read the detailed arguments for your side of the debate.
· Now divide the arguments and evidence up into three/four sections and then break up your group into small groups of three/four. 

· Each small group now needs to prepare part of the case ‘for’ the debate. 

· One pupil needs to be the overall leader and go round the small groups to check on progress and make sure that all the areas are being covered properly.

· Each small group has 20 minutes to complete their part of the presentation ‘for’ the debate.

· The smaller groups then move back into the group of ten, to share what they have written and what the best arguments are.
· The group of ten must also decide in which order the small groups should go to present their case next lesson.
· Your group of ten must have a detailed presentation ready for the final lesson, arguing that the dropping of the atomic bombs can be justified.
· The group leader must feed-back on the main points of their preparation and discussion ‘for’ the debate.
Group Two: ‘AGAINST’ the debate 

· In your group of ten, read the detailed arguments for your side of the debate.

· Now divide the arguments and evidence up into three/four sections and then break up your group into smaller groups of three/four. 

· Each small group now needs to prepare part of the case ‘against’ the debate. 

· One pupil needs to be the overall leader and go round the small groups to check on progress and make sure that all the areas are being covered properly.

· Each small group has 20 minutes to complete their part of the presentation ‘against’ the debate.

· The smaller groups then move back into the group of ten, to share what they have written and what the best arguments are.

· The group of ten must also decide in which order the small groups should go to present their case next lesson.
· Your group of ten must have a detailed presentation ready for the final lesson, arguing that the dropping of the atomic bombs cannot be justified.
· The group leader must feed-back on the main points of their preparation and discussion ‘against’ the debate.
Group Three: ‘THE JUDGES’

· In your group of ten you will act as the Judges and need to read the detailed arguments for both sides of the debate.
· Now divide the arguments and evidence up into three/for sections and then break up your group into smaller groups of three/four.

· Each small group now needs to read through the arguments on both sides of the atomic bomb debate and decide which are the best arguments for each side and produce a summary of each side of the debate. 
· One pupil needs to be the overall leader and go round the small groups to check on progress and make sure that all the areas are being summarized properly.

· Each small group of the Judges has 20 minutes to write up their summaries of each side of the debate.

· The smaller groups then move back into the group of ten, to share their summaries and what the best arguments for and against the debate are.

· The group of ten must also decide in which order the small groups should go next lesson, to give their verdicts and reasons.

· Your group of ten must have a detailed summary ready for the final lesson, of both sides of the debate.
· The group leader must feed-back a summary of what the Judges see as the best arguments ‘for’ and ‘against’ the debate.

The Atomic Bomb Debate: 
“The dropping of the atomic bombs on the Japanese can be justified”


1 The group ‘for’ go first in putting their arguments to the Judges, arguing that the dropping of the bombs can be justified.

2 The group ‘against’ go second in putting their arguments to the Judges, arguing that the dropping of the bombs cannot be justified.
3 There is then a circle debate, but you can only speak if you have the ball and each one of you can only have the ball once, so that everyone in the class has to contribute.
4 The Judges then discuss the arguments in their group of ten and decide which side of the debate they support. The Judges then vote amongst themselves and give their verdict on which side they agree with and why.
5 Next, each judge has to give a reason for their choice and explain it.
6.       There is then a class vote and you can vote either way, regardless of
which side you were on in the debate.

